Amendments to the Grounds Maintenance contract


The current Hurdcott contract is £5,616 which has included cutting grass at Oakwood Grove and Waleran Close orchard. They also cut the perimeter at Spider’s Island (last year at no cost). They occasionally do other bits and pieces for us eg move the SID, additional hedge trimming, and they empty the bins each week. These cost extra. A close review of the contract, though, revealed a number of things specified which councillors felt were not being done adequately or at all. The intention of the working group is to hold Hurdcott more to account on some of these in the coming year. What we can’t do is break down their contract prices between functions – grass cutting, hedge trimming, weed control etc.

John Peters cuts between the newly planted trees at Spider’s Island and has done some work at Waleran Close orchard. We spent £400 on this last yar, being £100 Waleran Close and £300 Spider’s Island.

What we can say is the total cost of this basic village maintenance is around £6,000pa – around 8% of your total budgeted spend.

The WG wishes to discuss the possibility of extending John Peters’ contract to cover Oakwood Grove and Waleran Close orchard. We are waiting to hear from Hurdcott if they will reduce the price of the current contract if we give Waleran Close and Oakwood Grove entirely to John Peters. Craig has asked for a meeting to discuss this but it is not until 13/3.

2026 quoted costs from JP
1. Oakwood Grove amenity land grass cutting £50 per visit up to 33 visits dependent on weather = £1,650 + wildflower cut and clear £65 			TOTAL £1715
2. Waleran Close 4 cuts per year + wildflower cut & clear 			TOTAL £  265


NOTE – the proposal below is my wording as a starting point. It does not appear on the agenda so you don’t have to start with it. The final version which appears in the minutes may well differ.

PROPOSAL to accept the quote from John Peters for the 2 areas above regardless of whether or not Hurdcott agree a price reduction.
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