Recent correspondence relating to the footpath behind Woodlea Grange

From Elaine to David Canty at Longford 22/1/24

Hi David,
 
Nice to chat to you just now.  The two topics we discussed were how to solve the water problem on the footpath from Junction Road to Firs Road and the state of the lack of fencing to the Vistry Homes site.
 
We agree that the footpath is a complicated one involving several parties and also agree that there would appear to be some land grabbing from the Woodleigh Grange development.  We discussed the possibility of  putting a drain under the path into a soak away on the site of the school.  You did say that it would be very difficult, if not impossible, to get a digger into the path to do this but welcome your agreement to at least be involved in any solution.
 
The fencing around the Vistry Homes development is non existent.  The fence along the footpath is the original wire fencing which has been trodden down in places and needs something to replace it.  Likewise they do not seem to have erected anything in the way of a fence parallel with Junction Road.   Thank you for agreeing to look up the details of the original planning application when you have the time and I hope that Vistry Homes can be persuaded to remedy the situation.
 
Looking forward to hearing from you,
 
Kind regards,
Elaine.

Mike Dent sent the following to Richard Britton copied to all councillors then serving on 8/1 in response to an email he saw from Mrs Hollman to Heritage Homes (I have removed her contact details)

Morning Richard,

I thought that you might be interested in the attached email.

Bridget Hollman visited me this morning to raise the issue of the flooding of her garden, which is adjacent to the ‘Land East of Wagtails’ development site.

She is suffering from the same issues that I am, run-off from the site caused by the developer altering the ground levels, which you may recall that I confirmed last year when I commissioned a survey of the area adjacent to my garden and compared it with the topo survey submitted by 1215 Heritage Homes with their original planning application.

I raised this with Wiltshire Planning and their response went along the lines “the developer did not advise us that he was changing the ground levels, so we were unaware of this!”. This seems a ridiculous response given the previously known issues of flooding and ‘springs’ on the development site.

However, this flooding is not just the result of surface water run-off it is also associated with groundwater flooding, which I reported to APC members yesterday. See attached Outlook item (email).

I believe that you wrote to WC regarding ‘groundwater flooding’ and was wondering if you received a reply?

Best wishes,

Mike

Mike Dent
E: mike.dent@alderburyparishcouncil.gov.uk
M: 07734-150020
H: 01722-711740

From: BRIDGET HOLLMAN  
Subject: Flooding

Good morning,

I'm not sure if this is the correct email for my contact but I couldn't find a more appropriate one.

I live at Honeysuckle House, Firs Road, Alderbury. 
I wish to complain about the flooding in my garden which is adjacent to:

"Land to the East of Wagtails, Southampton Road, Alderbury , SP5 3AF"

It has become increasingly worse since the removal of the woodland and is now affecting my garden so badly that a large area is becoming a permanent swamp and a river has now manifested itself along the boundary, by the footpath, where there was no water before.

I know that the owner of the property on the opposite side of the land experiences the garden there flooding too. I am extemely concerned that, if appropriate action is not taken, a large portion of my own garden will soon be unusable and the roots of the large trees will become unstable. This includes the large oak tree straddling my garden and the footpath on the boundary next to 'the land to the east of wagtails'. The oak tree is subject to a TPO and is now constantly sitting in water. The rainwater and the underground springwater need to be addressed to avoid permanent damage. I attach the latest photos taken.

I would like something to be done about it as soon as possible before I refer the matter to the Environment Agency. 

I look forward to hearing from you.

Bridget Hollman


