PARISH COUNCIL
Application for Grant for Voluntary Organisations Local Government Act 1972, Section 137

Please note that this application will not be considered unless it is accompanied by a copy of the latest set of annual accounts showing the organisations income, expenditure and level of balances. If the organisation does not prepare annual accounts, copies of the bank statements covering the previous six months must be enclosed.

	
1.
	
Name of Organisation
	Alderbury Picnic in the Park

	2.
	Name, Address and Status of Contact
	Darren Mernagh Rushall Southampton Rd Alderbury Salisbury
Wilts SP5 3AG (former treasurer and committee member).

	3.
	Telephone Number of Contact
	07718118904

	
4.
	
Is the Organisation a Registered Charity?
	
No

	5.
	Amount of grant requested
	£2,500

	5.
	For what purpose or project is the grant requested?
	Picnic in the Park is a long‑standing, free community event that brings together residents of Alderbury and Whaddon for a day of family activities, entertainment, and social connection. The event offers a welcoming space for all ages and provides valuable opportunities for local charities, small businesses, and community groups to engage directly with residents. Organisations such as the Alderbury Clothing Exchange, The Royal British Legion, local craft sellers, and Wildlife Friendly Alderbury have all benefited from the visibility and community engagement the event provides.
Last year’s event demonstrated the strength and resilience of the organising committee. Despite the resignation of the chair shortly beforehand, and despite severe wet weather, the committee successfully delivered an adapted version within a few days. This response highlighted not only the professionalism of our volunteer team and Salisbury Live but also the strong community support that continues to sustain the event. We were also able to make two £100 donations to local charities following the 2025 event.
As the event has grown, we have established a formal organising committee to ensure effective planning and responsible management of public funds for this independent village event. To maintain safety and accessibility, we provide first aid cover, evening security, and adequate toilet facilities, including baby‑change and disabled access. Public liability insurance will be in place for the 2026 event.
While fundraising and event income has currently secured £1,544 for the forthcoming year, increased costs mean that additional funding is required. We therefore request a grant of £2,500, representing approximately 50% of projected costs.
This grant will help ensure the continuation of an event that delivers significant value to the parish. An estimated 300–400 local residents attend each year, making it one of the most inclusive and widely supported community events in Alderbury. It is believed to be the only large‑scale free event in the parish, and residents consistently describe it as an important opportunity to come together, strengthen social ties, and celebrate community identity.
Plans for 2026 include enhancing the afternoon with village fete‑style activities, such as games, arena events, and contributions from local clubs and societies, before handing over to Salisbury Live for the late‑afternoon and evening entertainment. These additions aim to broaden participation and further strengthen community involvement.
We remain committed to keeping the event free, as introducing charges would significantly undermine its inclusive nature and limit access for families. With continued support from the Parish Council, Picnic in the Park can remain a valued, accessible, and unifying event for the whole community.



	
	
	

	6.
	What will be the total cost of the above project?
	£5,000

	
7.
	
If the total cost of the project is more than the grant, how will the residue be financed?
	The cost of the grant will cover approximately 50% of the costs. We currently hold £1,544 towards the 2026 event, and will raise additional income through a raffle, vendor contributions and other merchandise sales from the committee stand on the day itself.

	8.
	Have you applied for grant for the same project to another organisation?

If so, which organisation and how much?
	Yes in 2024 we were awarded £2,500 and this was reduced to £2,000 in 2025.

	9.
	Who will benefit from the project?
	300-400 individuals and their families within Alderbury and Whaddon. Most member of the Alderbury Parish Council attended the event and can verify the popularity of the event.
It is a free event with something for everyone and widely supported and open to all.



	
10.
	
Approximately how many of those who will benefit are parishioners?
	We believe that all or the vast majority of those who benefit are parishioners.



You may use a separate sheet of paper to submit any other information which you feel will support this application.


Signed………	[image: ] ……
Dr Darren Mernagh (Alderbury Picnic in the Park)	Date…25/02/2026……
image1.jpeg




